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BFD Regular Board Meeting Call to Order: 5:01 p.m. 8/18/2026

Roll Call: President Van Walraven, Vice President Duroux, Treasurer Young, Secretary Diamond, HR Director Thomas, Deputy Chief Cornelius, Attorney Cole (Lifesize), and Board Member Foster (Lifesize).

Approval of Minutes: Vice President Duroux moved to approve the July 7, 2026 board minutes. Treasurer Young seconded. All Board Members voted in favor; none opposed.

Attorney Report: Attorney Cole presented Resolution 2 regarding the special election. The ballot designates Jennifer Thompson as the official liaison with Pitkin County and proposes a 0.55% sales tax, equal to 55 cents per $100 of purchase, effective January 1, 2027. If 2027 revenue is below $1.518 million, no refund is required. If revenue exceeds this amount, the district retains the excess for future years. Tischler Bise projects a 2.3% increase in sales, or $260,000 to $265,000, based on sales in the Town of Basalt and unincorporated counties, provided the total does not exceed $1,518,000. Attorney Cole reminds the Board Members that they may advocate for the ballot measure on their own time, but may not use RFFRA assets or funds.

-Motion to accept Resolution 2-2026: Treasurer Young moved to approve Resolution 2-2026: SHALL BASALT & RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT TAXES BE INCREASED $1,518,000 MILLION IN THE FIRST FULL FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2027 AND BY SUCH AMOUNT AS ARE RAISED ANNUALLY THEREAFTER BY A SALES TAX OF 0.55% (55 CENTS ON EACH $100) UPON EVERY TRANSACTION IN THE DISTRICT IN WHICH THE STATE IMPOSES A SALES TAX (EXCLUDING GROCERIES AND OTHER EXEMPT ITEMS) FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FIRE PROTECTION AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AS SERVICE DEMANDS INCREASE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO: 
•ESTABLISHMENT, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF A YEAR-ROUND WILDLAND FIRE DIVISION
•IMPLEMENTATION OF HAZARDOUS FUELS REDUCTION AND WILDFIRE MITIGATION PROJECTS
•MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF FIRE SUPPRESSION, EMERGENCY MEDICAL, RESCUE, AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE CAPABILITIES
•ACQUISITION OF RELATED EQUIPMENT, APPARATUS, AND FACILITIES, AND
•PAYMENT OF ASSOCIATED OPERATIONAL, MAINTENANCE, PERSONNEL, AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT COSTS;
AND SHALL ALL DISTRICT REVENUES BE COLLECTED, RETAINED, AND SPENT NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REVENUE LIMITS PROVIDED BY LAW?
, and Vice President Duroux seconded. All members voted in favor; none opposed. 




Construction Update: Deputy Chief Cornelius updated the Board on the Station 42 construction, stating the project is currently on schedule and within budget.

Finance Report: None

HR Report: HR Director Thomas updated the Board, saying that following the facilitator survey, six proposals were received. Board Member Heivly, Board Member Duroux, HR Director Thomas, Chief Thompson, and Deputy Chief Cornelius have narrowed the selection to three candidates. Interviews are scheduled for tomorrow.

Deputy Chief Cornelius Report: Deputy Chief Cornelius told the Board they attended the Dallenbach Park dedication on Saturday.  Deputy Chief Cornelius said we received a $5,000 donation from Rainbow Sandals and the Colorado 500. Deputy Chief Cornelius informed us that the first ambulance Wally donated to Basalt Fire was returned to us. Deputy Chief Cornelius said a dinner was also held on Sunday as part of the celebration in Snowmass Village.

Public Comments: None

Board Member Comments: None 

Staff Comments: None

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Adjournment: Vice President Duroux moved to adjourn, and Treasurer Young seconded. All Board Members voted in favor, and the meeting ended at 5:17 p.m.; none opposed.

To view the full meeting, visit: https://youtu.be/nsZ-qnCzoko.
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